
 
JOHN A. GALE  
Nebraska Secretary of State  
 
P.O. Box 94608  
State Capitol, Suite 2300  
Lincoln, NE 68509-4608  
Phone: (402) 471-2554  
Fax: (402) 471-3237  
www.sos.state.ne.us  
 
News Release  
June 29, 2006  
 
Contact: Sharon Hambek  
(402) 471-6044, sharon.hambek@sos.ne.gov   
 
Note: Enclosed is a list of poll workers honored. Please note the names of people in your 
coverage area. 

 
Poll Worker Hall of Fame honors longtime workers 

 
LINCOLN – It takes some 12,000 workers to staff a statewide election in Nebraska. 
Secretary of State John Gale wants to make sure those participating in the process are 
properly recognized. 
 
To do this, he has established the Poll Worker Hall of Fame to honor those who are active 
workers and have served a minimum of 20 years.  
 
Upon the nomination of county election officials, Gale recently recognized 437 such 
workers. Each honoree received a letter and certificate from Gale. 
  
“These honorees are unsung heroes who perform the hard work of making our elections 
successful,” he said. 
 
 “They are committed citizens who ensure fairness and honesty at our voting sites. They 
deserve our gratitude and a big thank you.”   
 
Of those honored, Ellen Rohde of Homer and Eugenia Jeary of Seward are the longest 
tenured workers. Both women have served for 52 years.  
 
“It is people like Ellen Rohde and Eugenia Jeary who make it possible for our democracy 
to operate,” Gale said.  
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Poll Worker Hall of Fame Honorees 
 

Antelope County: Ruth E. Carr, Elgin; Shirley Elaine Meyer, Royal; Ruth D. Reinke, 
Neligh; Rena Capler, Elgin; Bev Alderson, Elgin; Clara Ritter, Tilden; Clara R. 
Kamphaus, Elgin; Mary Jane Boes, Elgin; Betty L. Moser, Elgin; Virginia L. Filsinger, 
Clearwater; Eileen Hockmeier, Tilden; and Lynn Williby, Royal.  
 
Boone County: Clareen M. Prothman, Albion; JoAnn Roberts, St. Edward; Katherine T. 
Mahoney, Cedar Rapids; Mary Dresch, Primrose; Mary Ann Fangman, Petersburg; 
Connie J. Flood, Newman Grove; Bernadine Slaymaker, Albion; Lois M. Mueller, 
Albion; and Jeanette C. Simons, Albion.  
 
Burt County: Katherine Gamet, Tekamah; Velma Henning, Tekamah; Mary Ann 
Richards, Oakland; Madge Magill, Craig; Katherine Anderson, Oakland; Helen Tippery, 
Decatur; Marian Wynn, Lyons; Ilene Hayes, Lyons; Frelon Danielson, Oakland; Judy 
Nelson, Oakland; Millie Sandquist, Oakland; Frances Jensen, Tekamah; Linda Hansen, 
Tekamah; Dorothy Fleishman, Tekamah; Ione Lipps, Tekamah; and Tracy Joan Saxton, 
Decatur. 
 
Cass County: Mildred Buethe, Plattsmouth, and Deloris D. Schroeder, Plattsmouth. 
 
Colfax County: Loretta R. Engelbart, Leigh; Libbie Ann Mastny, Schuyler; and Rosalyn 
Ritzdorf, Howells. 
 
Cuming County: Jean M. Bray, Bancroft; LaVerne Herzinger, Pender; Mae 
Broekemeier, West Point; Lola Wooldrik, West Point; Karen Schutte, Beemer; Marilyn 
Schinstock, West Point; and Marilyn Kreikemeier, West Point.  
 
Dakota County: Marjorie J. Jarvill, South Sioux City; Clara B. Woten, South Sioux 
City; Clara Maurice, Hubbard; Mary F. Wolf, South Sioux City; Marvel Lukens, 
Emerson; Constance Denker, Emerson; Lois Larson, Dakota City; Ellen Rohde, Homer; 
Darlene Nielsen, South Sioux City; Joan Koch, South Sioux City; and Catherine P. 
Eriksen, South Sioux City. 
 
Douglas County: Robert I. Beardsley, Omaha; Edward M. Burns, Omaha; John A. 
Dickinson, Omaha; Anthony C. Hazuka, Omaha; Sharon B. Justsen, Omaha; Richard R. 
Keely, Omaha; Frank A. Perrone, Omaha; James F. Peterson, Omaha; Ernest M. 
Pfannenstiel, Omaha; William L. Prusha, Omaha; George A. Reed, Omaha; and Edward 
R. Sternad, Omaha. 
 
Franklin County: Donnelda J. Fritson, Franklin, and Janet Blank, Wilcox.  
 
Frontier County: Mary Etta Thompson, Curtis, and Illa Jo Bysset, Farnam. 
 
Furnas County: Erlene Davis, Arapahoe; Marlys Bellamy, Arapahoe; Marna Hermes, 
Arapahoe; Ruth Kentfield, Beaver City; Arvida Warner, Beaver City; K. Dale Fults, 



Beaver City; Norma Smith, Cambridge; Beth Houghtelling, Cambridge; Patricia M. 
Young, Cambridge; Jean Witte, Cambridge; Lorraine Paine, Edison; Goldie Wentling, 
Beaver City; Roxy Lang, Wilsonville; Mary Ellen Long, Holbrook; Bonnie Stark, 
Holbrook; Jean Schroeder, Holbrook; Beverly A. Huxoll, Holbrook; Dolores A. Glanzer, 
Holbrook; Eleanor Hays, Holbrook; Imelda Hoelting, Oxford; Marlys Geiselman, 
Oxford; Katherine Francis, Wilsonville; Alice Kasson, Wilsonville; Sharon Tillotson, 
Wilsonville; Margaret Ruf, Wilsonville; and Carla Holtze, Wilsonville.  
 
Gage County: Vonda L. Roberts, Wymore; Esther Dell, Beatrice; Enola M. Dauber, 
Beatrice; Charlotte Moore, Beatrice; Betty Mann, Blue Springs; Caroline Gronewold, 
Beatrice; Margaret L. Graff, Beatrice; Zelma I. Drake, Beatrice; Bernadine Pieper, 
Beatrice; Marilyn Higgins, Beatrice; Esther M. Schimenti, Beatrice; Miriam Cacek,  
Odell; and Mildred G. Fossler, Beatrice. 
 
Garfield County: Kevin J. Burson, Burwell; Kristen I. Warren, Burwell; Margie W. 
Gumb, Burwell; LuEllen E. Loeffler, Burwell; and Georgene Jensen, Burwell. 
 
Hamilton County: Patricia A. Hanson, Aurora; Janet M. Meyer, Phillips; Doris M. 
Anderson, Aurora; Marilyn E. Wortman, Aurora; and Lucille W. Omel, Aurora. 
 
Harlan County: Glenna M. Lowe, Republican City; Rebecca S. Seyler, Alma; June 
Elaine Boehler, Orleans; Billie Jean Lans, Stamford; Ardis LoAnne Ohrt, Orleans; 
Lucille Ann Kauk, Alma; Vera L. Losey, Republician City; and Gayle W. Tams, 
Stamford. 
 
Hayes County: Janet McKillip, Hayes Center; Roland Anderjaska, Hayes Center; 
Vernon Brenning, Culbertson; and Mary Ann Anderjaska, Hayes Center. 
 
Holt County: JoEllen Kamphaus, Chambers; Kathy Drueke, O'Neill; Gloria Ruegge, 
O'Neill; Connie Everett, Atkinson; Doris Carson, Lynch; Jennie Read, Chambers; Karen 
Vonasek, Lynch; Hazel Halsey, Chambers; Janice Mitchell, O'Neill; Ruth Grimes, 
Chambers; Bonidel Cflyde, O'Neill; Nancy Derickson, O'Neill; and Joan Turner, O'Neill.  
 
Kearney County: Lorna Hartman, Kenesaw; Verla Lange, Biggon; Rita L. Johnson, 
Kearney; Joyce Jameson, Minden; Loreata Podewitz, Heartwell; Juanita H. Woollen, 
Wilcox; Pat J. Strong, Wilcox; Thelma L. Jensen, Minden; KayLyn McBride, Minden; 
ValJean Stadler, Minden; Janette M. Kuehn, Heartwell; Vonda Fishell, Axtell; Linda 
Johnson, Campbell; Jolene L.F. Holl, Gibbon; Jeannie Stade, Minden; Sharon Cederburg, 
Minden; Eleanor Deisley, Norman; Dorothy E. Berggren, Axtell; Gladys Jurgens, 
Wilcox; Karen Meyer, Minden; Rosalie Petersen, Minden; Barbara Anderson, Minden; 
Wanda L. Prien, Minden; Sandra L. Kuehn, Heartwell; Dorothy Kirwan, Kearney; 
Genene Hansen, Minden; Diane K. Cornelius, Kenesaw; Marjorie E. Westesen, Kearney; 
Katherine Nielsen, Minden; Minna Newbold, Minden; Linda Soderquist, Axtell; Mary E. 
Wendell, Wilcox; Sharilyn S. Miller, Upland; Corella C. Smith, Minden; Evelyn 
Anderson, Minden; Janice Garrett, Minden; Kathryn J. Kuehn, Heartwell; Lyra M. 
Johnson, Minden; and Marcia Krueger, Minden. 



 
Keya Paha County: Neil Burkinshaw, Newport; Curtis S. Hitchcock, Newport; Gary E. 
Ludemann, Springview; Maxine A. Schoettger, Springview; Kaye M. Carr, Springview; 
Irene L. Boyd, Springview; Shirley A. Swan, Springview; James A. Carr, Springview; 
Sally A. Grooms, Springview; Kathryn D. Ross, Valentine; and Elizabeth M. 
Kurzenberger, Springview. 
 
Lincoln County: Anita J. Elfeldt, Sutherland; Ardith J. Clark, Brady; Bette J. Frels, 
Hershey; Beverly A. Hoaglund, Brady; Bonnie J. Sellers, Wellfleet; Bonnie J. Collins, 
North Platte; Doris M. Kemper, North Platte; Dorothy K. Brown, North Platte; Eunice J. 
Max, Brady; Frances E. Greenwood, Wellfleet; G. Mary Henry, North Platte; Helen L. 
Tobiasson, North Platte; Jean Piester, North Platte; Joanne Boon, North Platte; LaVerna 
M. Wescart, North Platte; Lela Morash, North Platte; Leona Bea Godfrey, North Platte; 
Leva G. Cochran, North Platte; Linda Ann Montross, North Platte; Lucille F. Whipple, 
Brady; Lucille P. Ritz, North Platte; Marian Christensen, North Platte; Marjorie J. 
Phillips, Maxwell; Mary L. Knoll, North Platte; Patsy R. Sparks, North Platte; Phyllis M. 
Burton, North Platte; Reta L. Kimball, North Platte; Rosezella M. Fletcher, Maxwell; and 
Shirley V. Aylward, Wallace.  
 
Madison County: Cheryl Baumann, Norfolk; Erma Eggerling, Norfolk; Helen Fowlkes, 
Meadow Grove; Gloria Hatterman, Tilden; Doris Hilgert, Norfolk; Clara Hinken, 
Norfolk; Nancy Hughes, Battle Creek; Mary Ann Jensen, Norfolk; Joan Kenny, Norfolk; 
Priscilla Petersen, Madison; Donna Rodekohr, Meadow Grove; Betty Sunderman, 
Norfolk; Barbara Timperley, Norfolk; Polly Timperley, Norfolk; and Jacqueline Wiese, 
Madison. 
 
Merrick County: Diane Hanke, Palmer.  
 
Nemaha County: Una Rose Davison, Auburn; Jackie Wheeler, Auburn; Beverly 
Coatney, Peru; Marlene Gerdes, Auburn; Darlene Volker, Nemaha; Blanche Caspers, 
Auburn; Pamela Allison, Nemaha; Madeleine Schmucker, Brock; Marlene Alberts, 
Auburn; Marilyn Knippelmeyer, Auburn; Della Bergmann, Auburn; Rosalee Guhde, 
Brock; Lucille M.T. Remmers, Auburn; Mary Beth Kernes, Julian; Dorothy Aufenkamp, 
Julian; Judith Cope, Peru; and Linda Oestmann, Auburn.  
 
Phelps County: Wilma Allerheiligan, Holdrege; Barbara Beck, Holdrege; Darlene 
Noble, Holdrege; Dorothy Young, Holdrege; Elinor Johnson, Holdrege; R. Deloris 
Gustafson, Funk; Yvonne Sjogren, Funk; Laree Silver, Funk; Elsie Carlson, Overton; 
Irma Marshall, Elm Creek; and Delores Schneider, Funk.  
 
Polk County: Annette Lindburg, Stromsburg; Clarice Baker, Stromsburg; Ruth A. 
Peterson, Benedict; Elaine Stromberg, Polk; Lauretta Neuhaus, Polk; Sharon Watts, Polk; 
Marlene Sterup, Osceola; Jane Roberts, Osceola; Jennie Romohr, Gresham; and Doris 
White, Shelby. 
 



Richardson County: Marcia Reimers, Shubert; Esther Zentner, Shubert; Janice Dahlke,  
Humboldt; Phyllis Williamson, Dawson; Doris Fiegener, Dawson; Lola Elaine Sailors, 
Falls City; Alma Handley, Falls City; Jeannine Hanika, Shubert; Victor Karst, Falls City; 
Cheryl Ebel, Falls City; Thelma Swisegood, Falls City; Steven Holland, Falls City; 
Roxann Stitzer, Salem; Elaine Clancy, Humboldt; Evelyn Kean, Dawson; Betty Jane 
Mullins, Humboldt; Ron Russell, Humboldt; Helen Goltz, Rulo; Constance Shafer, 
Shubert; Elizabeth Hilgenfeld, Dawson; Marilyn Findlay, Stella; Shirley Dettman, Salem; 
Marcile Stalder, Salem; Martha Hutfles, Falls City; and Darlene Tisdel, Falls City.  
 
Sarpy County: Gladys Birkel, Papillion; Mary Cockerill, Gretna; Alice Gottsch, 
Springfield; Delores Kreifels, Springfield; Elizabeth J. Miller, LaVista; and Julien 
Vanhaute, Papillion. 
 
Scotts Bluff County: Patricia Ringlein, Melbeta; Doris Schaneman, Minatare; G. Elaine 
Lebruska, Mitchell; Edna Curry, Morrill; Sharon Lemley, Scottsbluff; Patricia E. 
Bennett, Gering; Josephine M. Buehler, Gering; Dorothy E. Brown, Gering; Joyce N. 
Peterson, Gering; Leona Green, Minatare; Patricia Keller, Bayard; Roselyn M. 
Schumacher, Minatare; Donna Hort, Gering; Elinore J. Lerwick, Lyman; Virginia 
Alvarez, Minatare; Marla Ross, Gering; Kathryn Groskopf, Gering; Sarah Trumbull, 
Scottsbluff; Elyene Schaneman, Scottsbluff; Shirley Mead, Scottsbluff; Martha Yvonne 
Tyler, Scottsbluff; Carman Trevino, Mitchell; Jean Thompson, Scottsbluff; Constance L. 
Kramer, Gering; Thelma Dutenhoeffer, Gering; Nancy Jo McCracken, Gering; and 
Rebecca A. Hinze, Gering. 
 
Seward County: Doris Chambers, Seward; Zoe Richert, Gresham; Holly Matzke, 
Seward; Eugenia Jeary, Seward; Lola Schildt, Seward; Mary Ann Eickmeyer, Seward; 
Ruth Hardt, Seward; Naomi Luebbe, Seward; Joan Kennel, Goehner; Carol Lee Noler, 
Beaver Crossing; Norma McClellan, Cordova; and Margaret A. Trojan, Beaver Crossing.  
 
Sherman County: Marian L. Palu, Loup City; Donna L. Krolikowski, Loup City; and 
Darlene A. Badura, Loup City.  
 
Stanton County: Ardyth I. Molacek, Howells; Norma J. Renner, Howells; Vonita Marx, 
Pilger; Jeanette Wolverton, Pilger; Judith A. Godel, Stanton; Marlene Koopmann, 
Stanton; Joyce A. Wegner, Stanton; Barbara J. Petersen, Stanton; and Alma Meyer, 
Pilger.  
 
Thayer County: Ruth Yoachim, Belvidere; Lucille Freeman, Deshler; Lorene Saathoff, 
Hebron; and Loretta Korensky, Hebron. 
 
Valley County: Ellora J. Rasmussen, North Loup; Alma Bredthauer, Ord; Darlene K. 
Bruha, Ord; Irma L. Greenland, Arcadia; and Lola Staab, Arcadia.  
 
Washington County: Alice Byers, Blair; Shirley Schmidt, Arlington; Marilyn Jensen, 
Ft. Calhoun; Betty Heinssen, Blair; Norma Truhlsen, Blair; Lois Blobaum, Blair; Doris 
Stokes, Blair; Luverne Rembold, Blair; Gwen McKinnis, Blair; Joan Ward, Blair; Alice 



Dam, Hooper; Ardis Grace, Blair; Barbara Klanderud, Blair; Shirley Wrich, Blair; Donna 
Wulf, Arlington; Colleeta Petersen, Blair; Darlene Harper, Kennard; Donna Lee Petersen, 
Blair; Jo Ann Camenzind, Ft. Calhoun; Judy Schreffler, Blair; Mary Jane Jackson, 
Herman; and Janelle Wulf, Hooper. 
 
Wayne County: Lesa Backstrom, Wayne; Saundra Biermann, Wisner; Marilyn 
Bodenstedt, Wayne; Bill Burris, Winside; Catherine Echtenkamp, Wayne; Diane Hefti, 
Carroll; Deloris Johnson, Hoskins; Bonnadell Koch, Wayne; Patricia Miller, Winside; 
Marilyn Morse, Winside; JoAnn Owens, Carroll; Neil Sandahl, Wakefield; Elaine Saul, 
Wayne; Barbara Stout, Wakefield; Shirley Woslager, Carroll; and Karen Zach, Wayne.  
 
Webster County: Virginia Kral, Bladen; Judy Grandstaff, Blue Hill; Mariel Krueger, 
Blue Hill; Barbara Ohmstede, Guide Rock; Shirley Kort, Blue Hill; Donna Fisher, Guide 
Rock; and Karen Rose, Red Cloud. 
 
York County: Noreen Songster, Exeter; Bonnie Gruber, Gresham; Patricia Branz, 
Gresham; Frances Tonniges, Polk; Lamarr Newton, Bradshaw; Anita M. Neville, York; 
Karren Friesen, Henderson; Ruth Maronde, York; Dona Kaliff, York; Leona S. Weiss, 
McCool Junction; Jeanette Bredenkamp, McCool Junction; Margaret Samson, York; 
Deanna M. Teaford, Fairmont; Patsy Bailey, McCool Junction; Bonnie Waller, York; 
Beverly Dunham, York; Marjorie Stickelman, York; and Arlene Eklund, Bradshaw.  
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